
Have a fantastic week and may you experience incredible breakthroughs! 

Much love and favor! 

 

Pastor Heard 

 

Part 8: Feel the Passion! 

 

Texts: 

Ecclesiastes 9:7 (The Message) - “Seize life!” 

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (KJV) - “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is 

passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 

therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 

find grace to help in time of need.” 

 

Part 4 – How to Have a Breakthrough in 2014! 

 

A. The teaching I've been sharing is from an extensive study several years ago of 

Bible characters who experienced extraordinary breakthroughs after presenting 

their circumstances to God. 

1. While each of them experienced a breakthrough by moving God to act on 

their behalf, their approach was always different or unusual.   

2. The one thing they all had in common was this: when that kairos moment 

of opportunity came, their extraordinary action prompted an 

extraordinary intervention by God.  

3. None of them acted in a manner that was ordinary. You might say, they 

all acted with great passion!  

4. Do you know the reason for this incredible passion? They had vision! 



a. Each of them had a vision that triggered a consuming passion. 

b. Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) - “Where there is no vision, the people 

perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” 

5. Other vital attributes were also exhibited. For example, they all had faith, 

and certainly, each one was consumed by a strong desire. 

6. But in my opinion, there is another reason why they all touched God. 

Their breakthrough was the result of some special action that moved 

Heaven and changed the course of events.   

 

B. Why is it important to learn about extraordinary sacrifices? 

1. Because we live in a fallen world, we will no doubt encounter situations 

that require resources much greater than what we possess.  

2. When that time comes, you must know how to respond. So, don't wait 

until circumstances are so bad, all hope is lost. Rather, imitate what 

people in the Bible did to move God! 

3. Joke:  “Lab Work and a Cat Scan” 

 A man brought a very limp dog to the veterinarian's office. As he gently 

laid the dog on the table, the doctor pulled out his stethoscope and placed 

it on the dog's chest.  After a moment or two, the vet sadly shook his 

head and said, "I'm sorry, but your dog has passed away."  

 "What?" screamed the man.  "How can you tell? You haven't done any 

tests or anything. I want another opinion!"   

 Without a word, the vet left the room and in a few moments returned with 

a Labrador Retriever. The Retriever went right to work, sniffing and 

prodding, thoroughly checking the poor dead dog. After a considerable 

amount of sniffing, the Retriever sadly shook his head and gave one loud 

“Bark.”   

 The veterinarian marched the Labrador out of the room and soon  

returned with a cat, which also checked out the poor dog on the table. 



Like the Retriever, the cat sadly shook his head and said, "Meow." He 

then leaped off the table and left the room.   

 When the veterinarian handed the man a bill for $600, the dog's owner 

went berserk. "You're charging me $600—just to tell me my dog is dead? 

This is outrageous!"   

 The vet shook his head sadly and explained, "If you had taken my word,  

it would have been $100, but with the Lab work and the Cat scan......”  

4. As humans, we can quickly exhaust our abilities and resources. But if we 

learn to persuade God to act on our behalf, we can tap into unlimited 

divine resources, far beyond what man can do.  

5. While we can easily peak out in the development and usage of our assets, 

abilities, gifts, resources, and skill sets, we will NEVER peak out in Christ!  

6. This is what Paul meant when he said, "I can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me!" (Philippians 4:13 NKJV). 

 

C. Through Christ, ordinary people can do extraordinary things! 

1. Because we are the Body of Christ, Heaven's resources are available to 

us. We were never meant to live as mere mortals with all the limitations 

of fallen man. 

2. Can you imagine the disciples' shocked expressions and gaping mouths 

when they heard Christ speak these astonishing words: “Most assuredly, I 

say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 

greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father” (John 

14:12 NKJV). 

3. This is why Paul rebuked the church at Corinth for being carnal and acting 

as though they were “mere men”: 

a. 1 Corinthians 3:3 (NKJV) - “Are you not carnal and behaving like 

mere men?” 

4. To quote Charles Shultz, author of the cartoon strip Peanuts, "Life is like a 

ten-speed bicycle. Most of us have gears we never use." 



5. But the truth is, only you can convince yourself that more is available 

than what you have already experienced! 

6. It reminds me of the joke about the pastor who was preaching away on 

Sunday morning when a man on the front row went sound asleep. This 

was so irritating to the pastor who was preaching his heart out, he began 

to speak louder and louder. But the higher the volume, the deeper the 

man slept until finally, his snoring rattled the windows in the little church 

building. In total exasperation, the pastor said to the man seated beside 

the sleeping fellow, "Would you please wake that brother up?" 

 His quick response was, "You put him to sleep. You wake him up!" 

7. No one can be convinced of their full potential in the Kingdom of God until 

they choose to 'wake up!'   

 

D Extraordinary keys to extraordinary breakthroughs. 

1. Key No. 1 - Extraordinary Spiritual Hunger:  By using this key, David 

accomplished incredible breakthroughs in levels he would otherwise never 

have attained.  

a. One of David's daring visions was to achieve what other people 

believed to be impossible.  

b. Born in the tribe of Judah, David was not in the priestly lineage of 

Levi—the only tribe who was privileged to enter the Most Holy 

Place. But because of a passionate desire, his dream of entering the 

very presence of God was fulfilled!      

2. Key No. 2 - Extraordinary Sacrifice:  Abraham moved God by using 

this second key.  

a. Genesis 22:12 (NKJV) - “And He said, “Do not lay your hand on 

the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, 

since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 

b. The same was true of the widow who gave the prophet Elijah her 

last meal (1 Kings 17). Though hers might be considered an 



offering, by giving the prophet her last bit of food during a severe 

famine, it became an incredible sacrifice. 

3. Scholars have defined the Hebrew term “burnt offering” as: an offering of 

ascent, or an ascending offering. When ordinary men offer God something 

of great value, their sacrifice can ascend to Heaven and move God.  

4. When a breakthrough was desperately needed in my own life, I 

discovered the importance of proving my devotion to God by offering Him 

something of value to me.  

a. Years ago, it was common for the entire church family to join 

together at least once a year to seek God through prayer and 

fasting.  

b. To gain Heaven's favor, members would give sacrificial offerings of 

their time, meals, or money. 

5. In the Old Testament era, God's people were commanded to offer Him 

sacrifices. Why? When a person offers something to God that is very dear, 

their sacrifice always becomes very effective because it involves the 

heart.   

a. Matthew 6:21 (NKJV) - “For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” 

6. God is not interested in your money or possessions—He wants your heart!  

7. Unfortunately, many assume that when Christ, the Lamb of God, became 

the ultimate sacrifice for our sins, He would never require or expect any 

other sacrifice from us.   

a. While it's true that Jesus' blood alone could redeem us from sin, 

when we become Christians, our complete life must be offered to 

Him as a sacrifice.   

b. Romans 12:1 (NKJV) - “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” 



c. Not only are our lives to be offered to Him, other sacrifices are also 

required.  

d. I Peter 2:5 (NKJV) - “You also, as living stones, are being built up 

a spiritual house, a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ!” 

e. Among these 'acceptable sacrifices,' Paul mentioned sacrificial 

offerings of praise, of faith, and possessions. 

8.  Abraham did not know the purpose of his extraordinary sacrifice or what 

would come of it; he just trusted God to fulfill His promise that through 

Isaac, a nation would be born. 

a. Whether or not God would instantly raise Isaac from the dead, 

Abraham was certain that He would somehow honor His promise.  

b. People often wonder how Abraham could trust God so completely 

as to take such a bold step into the unknown. But his trust did not 

begin with the sacrifice of his son. It never does; not for Abraham 

or for you and me!   

c. Years before this hazardous step into the unknown, Abraham had 

answered God's call to leave Ur of the Chaldees. Scripture says that 

he “went out, not knowing where he was going!” 

9. To reach Abraham's level of sacrifice, you must begin with small things. 

You'll have no idea how it will turn out, but you just trust that God knows 

what He's doing. Eventually, your ability to offer extraordinary sacrifices 

will grow. 

a. The truth is, God doesn't actually want or need our sacrifices. 

Notice that Abraham descended the mountain—with Isaac. You will 

never lose what you have given to God. 

10. If you wish to move God extraordinarily, give Him an exceptional, 

uncommon sacrifice. I promise, in return He will do something 

extraordinary for you!  


