
We are on our way. It's time to build! 

Love and blessings, 

 

Pastor 

 

Part 26: Feel the Passion! 

 

Texts:   

Ecclesiastes 9:7 (The Message) - “Seize life!” 

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (KJV) - “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is 

 passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 

 [15] For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of 

 our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  

 [16] Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 

 mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 

 

Job 23:12 (NKJV) - “I have not departed from the commandment of His lips; I 

 have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.” 

 

 

Incredible Keys to Incredible Breakthroughs!  

The Key of Honor 

 

A. Khrushchev and the Bible 

1. Years ago, at a village church in Kalonovka, Russia, Sunday School 

attendance picked up after the priest began distributing candy to the 

peasant children. One of the most faithful was a pug-nosed, pugnacious 



lad who would recite his Scriptures with proper piety, pocket his reward, 

and then flee into the fields to munch on his prize. 

a. The priest took a special interest in this boy because of his Bible 

memorization and persuaded him to attend the church school. 

Since this was preferable to household chores, his devout parents 

proudly excused him.   

b. By offering sweets and other enticements, the priest managed to 

teach the boy the four Gospels. In fact, the lad won a special prize 

for memorizing all four and reciting them nonstop in church. Sixty 

years later, he still enjoyed reciting Scriptures, but in a context that 

would have horrified the old priest.  

c. This prize pupil who memorized much of the Bible was Nikita 

Khrushchev, the Communist czar and Russian leader during the 

Cuban Missile Crisis—which almost engaged our country in a 

nuclear war.  

d. This is the same man who removed his shoe in a meeting with 

President J. F. Kennedy and hammered on the table while shouting,  

"We will bury you!" Some believe his claim was fulfilled when 

Kennedy was assassinated a short while later. 

2. As this anecdote illustrates, the "why" behind memorization is as fully  

important as the "what." The same Nikita Khrushchev who dutifully 

recited God's Word as a child, later declared God to be nonexistent. 

a. Ridiculing Christians, his proof that there was no God was the fact 

that while his cosmonauts were looking through the window of their 

Sputnik spacecraft, God was nowhere to be found.  

b. Khrushchev memorized Scriptures for the reward of candy and 

bribes, rather than giving meaning to his life. Never did he honor 

the Word of the Lord. Memorizing Scripture is not enough; we must 

honor it as well.   



B. In our discussion last week of “Extraordinary Keys that Bring Extraordinary 

Breakthroughs,” we said that honor determines your future—even in the church.  

1. Joke: The Car Wreck 

 Did you hear about the two pastors who were involved in a terrible auto 

collision? These are the same two men who always opposed each other 

and were certain the other did not preach the truth.  

 Amazingly, neither pastor was injured, even though both cars were 

demolished. After crawling out of their smashed cars, one pastor 

remarked, "Wow, just look at this! There's nothing left of our cars, but we 

weren't hurt. This must be a sign from God that we should meet, be 

friends, and live together in peace." 

 The other pastor agreed, "Oh yes, it's a miracle that we survived and are 

here together." 

 "And here's another miracle," replied the first pastor. "My car is 

destroyed—but this bottle of wine I just bought for communion did not 

break. That must be a sign from God. Surely He wants us to drink the 

wine to celebrate our good fortune and stop this war between us." And he 

handed the bottle to the other pastor. 

 Nodding in agreement, the other pastor opened the bottle, drank half of it 

and then handed it back to the first pastor. 

 The first pastor takes the bottle and screws the cap on. 

 "Aren't you going to have any?” asked the second pastor. 

 "Not right now," says the first. "I think I'll wait until after the police make 

their report." 

 

C. From the Hebrew word 'Cabod,' the word honor means: to give great weight to; 

or to ascribe weightiness to. 

1. The future will be determined by who or whatever you choose to honor. 

Every promotion is based upon your ability to give or to receive honor. 



2. God has placed certain things—including people, in your life. The honor 

you show them will determine the value of the gift they deposit into your 

life.  As you give them honor, you are positioning yourself to receive from 

them in return. Should you fail to extend the proper honor they deserve, 

the size of the deposit made into your life will be reduced proportionately.  

a. Example: two ministers preach basically the same message. If one 

is well known and highly regarded, when he speaks, everyone says, 

"Wow! That's the best message I've ever heard!" But if the other 

minister is not as well known or highly regarded, people will wonder 

why it's taking him so long to finish!   

b. The honor given to the first minister inspired people to receive 

more from him. Because the second minister was not given the 

same degree of honor, the audience did not receive nearly as much 

from him, even though the two messages were very similar. 

3. On the other hand, the inevitable result of neglecting to give honor is 

failure. This applies to people, places, and things God placed in your life 

that should have been honored. For example, failure to honor the law 

could result in penalties or even incarceration. 

4. Failure is also the result of giving honor to things or individuals who 

should not have been honored. As mentioned last week, if a young 

person honors a celebrity who represents all that scripture opposes, the 

youth will tend to emulate everything the celebrity does. Embracing the 

wrong ideals will inevitably cause a young person to fail. 

5. The problem with our culture is that we're being told to honor wrong 

things and not to honor what really matters. What we should be 

honoring is God's Word and His House. Those who give Him honor will 

receive the gifts He has ordained for them. 

 

D. King Josiah moved God because of his extraordinary honor and love for 

God's Word.   



1. 2 Kings 22:18-19 (NKJV) - “But as for the king of Judah, who sent you 

to inquire of the LORD, in this manner you shall speak to him, ‘Thus says 

the LORD God of Israel: “Concerning the words which you have heard— 

[19] because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before the 

LORD when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its 

inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse, and you 

tore your clothes and wept before Me, I also have heard you,” says the 

LORD.” 

2. To many, the Bible is just another book . . . but not Josiah! He greatly 

valued God's Word! 

3. The story of his grandfather's conversion was told by a member of the 

Imperials quartet. By finding and reading just one page from the Bible, 

the grandfather was converted. That page was from the third chapter of 

the Gospel of John—John 3:16.  

4. God's Word contains all the principles of righteousness and how to live 

successfully. If we refuse to honor God and His Word, what else can guide 

us through life?  

       

E. Compare Josiah's response to the Word of the Lord with that of his son, 

Jehoiakim, who reigned just before Judah was taken captive by Babylon. 

1. Jeremiah 36:22-25 (NKJV) - “Now the king was sitting in the winter 

house in the ninth month, with a fire burning on the hearth before him. 

[23] And it happened, when Jehudi had read three or four columns, that 

the king cut it with the scribe's knife and cast it into the fire that was on 

the hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was on the 

hearth. [24] Yet they were not afraid, nor did they tear their garments, 

the king nor any of his servants who heard all these words. [25] 

Nevertheless Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah implored the king not to 

burn the scroll; but he would not listen to them.”  



2. By failing to honor God's Word and the house of the Lord, both Jehoiakim 

and the nation he was leading were destroyed.   

3. Chinese professor Bob Fu and his wife held secret Bible studies in remote 

villages. The hunger of these people for God’s Word never ceased to 

amaze the professor. 

a. On one memorable twelve-hour bus ride, a church leader stood in 

front of a broken window to protect Fu from the driving rain so he 

could rest.    

b. The next night, they drove a small van over rough, muddy roads 

until the van was stuck. Then they drove a tractor for hours in the 

pouring rain until it also became stuck. Finally, with great 

determination, they walked all night by the light of the moon, 

slipping and falling in the muddy fields. 

c. Arriving early the next morning, they received a warm welcome 

from the villagers who had come to the house church two hours 

before service time to pray. Some had walked fifty miles just to 

hear God’s Word. Having no chairs, the church members sat on 

rocks or pieces of wood. Another blessing for the people was that 

the road was too difficult for the police to follow. This meant that in 

those few days, they could worship freely! 

d. Although they endured extreme travel conditions, no one 

considered these meetings to be a sacrifice. Just as David was 

drawn to worship with every fiber of his being, these believers had 

that same strong desire.  

 

F. A lack of honor for God's Word has affected His church.  

1. Last week, I shared how the failure of parents to honor God's Word has 

produced a society that's devastated with incredible problems.  

2. These problems have not only affected C.T., but every church in our 

nation. 



3. This is why even in our own congregation, we must constantly remind 

ourselves that the Word of God is the standard for every area of our lives. 

 

G. Speaking of honoring God and His Word, I am extremely excited about what's 

happening at C.T.  

1. As we've said for several weeks, we have taken the land; now it's time to 

build the dream! 

2. Last Sunday, our board of directors and staff met so that everyone would 

be kept on the same page. Their invaluable feedback helped us determine 

the questions that may concern our members. 

  

H. Seven Important Questions: 

1. Why do we need a stewardship campaign? 

a. Remember, this is a stewardship campaign—not a fundraiser.  

b. In America, only 5 percent of Christians tithe. 

c. The recession dramatically affected giving in all churches. Among 

those who continue to give (and 24 percent of U.S. church 

members have stopped giving altogether since the recession), 

church members in the U.S. gave only 3.11 percent of their income 

in 2012. In 2013, that number declined to 2.4 percent. In one year, 

giving declined one-fourth or 25 percent.   

d. Let's assume that CT does better than most churches and 25 

percent of our members tithe—which is five times better than the 

national average. Based on our present budget, if everyone tithed, 

our income for 2013 would have been over $17 million—with no 

need for a stewardship campaign. We could have paid for the 

building in one year—that is, if all of our people tithed. 

e. The truth is, 25 percent of our members do not tithe. If everyone 

tithed, our annual budget would be even more than $17 million. 



f. Another reason for a stewardship campaign is that we continually   

acquire new members, many of whom must be taught to give and 

then have an opportunity to support the vision.  

2. Did the first campaign fail? 

a. Absolutely not! We raised $3.3 million—in spite of the worst 

economic recession in modern times. That money was used for 

architectural fees and other building expenditures, and even paid 

off the land. So, how could $3.3 million spent on project costs and 

canceling our property debt be viewed as a failure?   

b. It's true that we didn't raise what we intended, but none of us were 

responsible for the recession. To judge the campaign as 

unsuccessful means that a little tweaking would have corrected the 

situation; but there was nothing we could do to make any 

significant changes. 

c. Obviously, if everyone tithed, not even a recession could have 

prevented us from occupying our building right now. 

d. The real problem is that most American believers are no longer 

biblical givers. But does that mean we should accept the fact that 

believers will no longer give? Positively not—no more than we 

should accept any other form of disobedience. Christian churches 

must teach the whole counsel of God's Word and encourage 

believers' faith to grow. 

3. Why can't we start building right now? 

a. Banks require that a certain percentage of the projected cost be set 

aside before loaning the remaining funds. 

b. They also require more of non-profits, such as churches, for two 

reasons: churches must borrow larger amounts, and should the 

bank be forced to foreclose on church property, it would be very 

displeasing to the community. To be certain that never happens, 

they require a certain amount of cash to be set aside. 



4. When will we begin to build? 

a. As quickly as we accumulate $2.5 million. If a corner pad of the 

new property is sold or just a fraction of our congregation is 

inspired to faithfully tithe or contribute to the stewardship 

campaign, that could be as soon as the beginning of next year! 

b. In an 18 month or two year stewardship campaign, you won't have 

to wait until the end of the campaign to generate income. It is 

usually front-loaded, which means that giving begins immediately.  

c. Extra giving generated by the stewardship campaign, coupled with 

the sale of a corner pad of our property, would certainly move us 

forward. 

5. How long will it take to build! 

a. If the weather is good, or normal, the building should be completed 

in 18 months; if not, up to two years. 

6. Why not get a loan now? 

a. Had we secured a loan at the very beginning of the campaign, 

chances are that our church would not exist now. Many churches 

who did secure a loan were foreclosed when the economy collapsed 

and giving dramatically dropped. Some of the largest churches in 

the U.S. have gone into foreclosure, such as: Crystal Cathedral in 

California, and the church with the largest midweek attendance in 

America. 

b. Suppose, for example, that our present location does not sell right 

away. That amount ($4½ million), would have to be covered. The 

present income of C.T. would not permit us to borrow at the very 

beginning of construction—plus cover the $4½ million later.  

c. God forbid, but in the event of another economic downturn, if we 

should choose to borrow the full cost of the building, at the very 

least, we would be forced to lay off some of our staff. 



d. Paying a monthly astronomical interest rate would not be an option 

we would really want to choose.  

e. Since the economy and giving has dramatically changed in the last 

five years, we must make our decisions accordingly.  

f. Further, in the same time it would take to obtain a loan, we could 

feasibly sell a corner lot, generate income from the stewardship 

campaign—and build without securing a loan! 

g. Should extra time be required to sell our present location, one 

solution would be to cover that amount with a loan. This is why a 

stewardship campaign will give the immediate help we need. 

7. We just mentioned that our present facility could take a while to sell. So, 

what will we do if that should happen?  

a. This is all the more reason that our budget must continue to be 

capable of handling a smaller mortgage, without overextending 

ourselves at the beginning of a building program. 

b. We could then apply for a mortgage to cover that amount until we 

could sell our present facility. Never do we want to put our church 

at great risk. 

c. Though a church the size of C.T. may take a while longer to sell 

than a smaller one, I believe God will help us make that sale! 

d. As Paul admonished, it is wise to do things properly and in order. If 

we prepare, the church will not be put in jeopardy. 

 


