
All four services were incredible today! Speak to your situation and say "LIVE!" 

 

Pastor 

 

 

Part 23: Feel the Passion! 

 

Texts: 

Ecclesiastes 9:7 (The Message) - “Seize life!”  

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (KJV) - “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is 

 passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 

 [15] For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of 

 our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  

 [16] Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 

 mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

Matthew 25:37-40 (NKJV) - “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 

 when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?  

 [38] When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe 

 You? [39] Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'  

 [40] And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 

 inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to 

 Me.’” 

 

 "Then the righteous will say....” Did you notice that? Good works will not make 

 you righteous. But if you’re truly saved, your heart will be so changed, your 

 works cannot help but be affected! 

 

 



Key No. 12 (Part 9) – Incredible Keys 

to Incredible Breakthroughs 

 

A. Last week we spoke on Leadership Principle No. 12: Nehemiah ELEVATED THE 

LIVES OF HIS PEOPLE. 

1. The church not only has a mandate to save humanity and correct their 

relationship with Christ, but to take responsibility for elevating their lives.  

2. John 10:10 (NKJV) - “The thief does not come except to steal, and to 

kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they 

may have it more abundantly.” 

3. To me, some of the most meaningful verses in the Bible are found in 

Ezekiel, chapter 16. It describes the condition of Israel and of every 

person before they come to God, and what happens when He saves us. 

a. Ezekiel 16:4-6 (NKJV) - “As for your nativity, on the day you 

were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed in 

water to cleanse you; you were not rubbed with salt nor wrapped in 

swaddling cloths. [5] No eye pitied you, to do any of these things 

for you, to have compassion on you; but you were thrown out into 

the open field, when you yourself were loathed on the day you 

were born. [6] “And when I passed by you and saw you struggling 

in your own blood, I said to you in your blood, ‘Live!’ Yes, I said to 

you in your blood, ‘Live!’” 

4. God did not walk by and just ignore Israel. In His great compassion, He 

stopped to save them. In one word, God said: “Live!” 

5. God speaks the same word to us today. To our finances, our marriages, 

businesses, ministries, and to every part of our lives, He says, "LIVE!" 

6. And because God said it, you too can say, "Live!" to your finances; say 

"Live!" to your marriage; "Live!" to your business; "Live!" when your 

health is failing! 



B. I believe that we Christians have failed to understand our mandate. 

1. Instead, we have surrendered to others what only the Body of Christ has 

been empowered to do. 

2. For example, governmental agencies have repeatedly tried to restore 

stability and prosperity to our world, yet they are at a loss to understand 

how to achieve it. The truth is, without godly leadership, things continue 

to grow worse, rather than better. 

3. When we look at the direction our world is headed, we cannot help but 

wonder about the future our leaders are creating. I really believe they are 

trying, but they have no idea what to do. Applying bandaids will never fix 

our problems.   

4. I have really tried to understand the logic behind some of their decisions, 

but I must admit, it's much like the way Boudreaux drives. 

5. Joke:  Boudreaux's Driving 

 As Boudreaux and Thibodeaux were driving around town one night, they 

came to a red light—and Boudreaux runs right through it without even 

slowing down.  

 Thibodeaux says, "Boudreaux, you ran dat red light. Be careful." 

 Boudreaux tells him, "Don't worry, Hebert does it all de time, and nuttin 

ever happens."  

 A few minutes later, another red light, and Boudreaux runs it, too.  

 Thibodeaux screams, "Boudreaux, you keep running dem red lights. You 

gonna got us killed!" 

 Boudreaux assures him, "Mais I done tol' you, Hebert does it all de time 

wid no problem. Don't worry." 

 The next intersection they come to, they have a green light. Boudreaux 

slams on the brakes and comes to a complete stop. So Thibodeaux asks 

him, "Why you stop for de green light ?"  

 Looking cautiously both ways, Boudreaux replies, "Mais, if I gots de green 

light, I gots to be careful, 'cause Hebert might be passing de other way!" 



C. Nehemiah understood that to be a great leader, you must do more than just 

“save” those you lead. 

1. You must empower them, just as God did when He found the enslaved 

Israelites and said to them, "Live!" 

2. The Jewish people have become the most prosperous people who have 

ever lived. To this day, they are still anointed with prosperity and favor. 

As God did for Israel, great leaders like Nehemiah will also empower and 

elevate the lives of those who follow. 

3. After providing them with a wall of protection and safety from their 

enemies, Nehemiah addressed the societal injustices of his people. It 

wasn't enough to just save them; the quality of their lives must be 

improved. 

4. The citizens of Jerusalem had been suffocating from debilitating, crippling 

debt. While the rich were becoming more wealthy, the poor were 

struggling to survive. Exorbitant interest rates and unfair business 

practices kept the people in bondage. 

5. Churches should take responsibility for improving the quality of their 

members' lives. Unfortunately, we have shifted this mandate to various 

forms of government, hoping they can fix the woes of mankind for us. 

6. The reason governmental agencies can never solve these problems is 

simple. Political authority is no substitute for spiritual authority. 

a. The problems caused by the few who seek to benefit from the 

sufferings of many are of a spiritual nature; but righteousness can 

never be legislated.  

b. Beneath all the greed and oppression is the wicked one. The 

powers of darkness can only be conquered by spiritual authority. 

Even if a leader should be voted in by a landslide majority, the 

enemy still laughs at political authority. 

7. Joke: Do You Have Authority? 



 One day an old farmer spotted a brand new pickup truck with official 

looking tags coming up the road toward his barn. An officious-looking 

gentleman got out of the pickup, walked over, extended his card and said, 

"I'm from the Texas Water Commission and I've come to check the 

allocation and water usage on your farm.”  

 The old farmer said, "Well, you're welcome to look all you want, but if I 

were you, I wouldn't go in that field right there." 

 Quickly the government official straightened his shoulders and demanded, 

"You don't seem to realize who I am. This card says that I can go in any 

field I choose—and you can't stop me!" 

 "But," the farmer began, just as the official sternly cut him off, "No buts. I 

can go anywhere I want and this card gives me the authority to do so.” 

 The old farmer tried again . . . “But . . . “ And once again he was quieted 

by the official's proud boast, "I told you, I've been empowered to go into 

any field I choose and you can't do nothing to prevent it. So why don't 

you just save us both the time and effort and be quiet!" 

 Without another word, the old farmer just leaned on a fence post and 

watched the official walk into the field he had been warned not to enter. 

About ten minutes later, he heard the official screaming at the top of his 

voice, "Help! Help! Somebody help me!" Charging right behind the man 

and gaining on him with every step he took was the farmer's notoriously 

vicious bull. 

 The old farmer smiled and said, "Just show him your card . . . show him 

your card!" 

8. Governments cannot address societal injustices, especially in our day 

when leaders, more often than not, are associated with the problem 

rather than the solution. Because of their own failures, current leaders do 

not have the moral authority—much less the spiritual authority, to correct 

these problems.  



9. This is why it's so vital for the church to preserve our freedoms, dignity 

for all mankind, and an elevated quality of life. 

10. As leaders of the church, we have a secret weapon that when used 

faithfully, produces supernatural elevation. This weapon that governments 

do not possess, can tap into heavenly, supernatural resources.  

11. When properly applied, neither the Democrats, Republicans, 

Independents or the Tea Party have the ability to enact what this secret 

weapon can perform.  

 

D. Leadership Principle No. 13 – To elevate his people, Nehemiah taught them 

how to tap into God's unlimited resources: they must give their tithes and 

offerings as part of worship. 

1. Nehemiah 10:35 (NKJV) - “And we made ordinances to bring the 

firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by 

year, to the house of The Lord.” 

2. Nehemiah 10:39 (NKJV) - “For the children of Israel and the children of 

Levi shall bring the offering of the grain, of the new wine and the oil, to 

the storerooms where the articles of the sanctuary are, where the priests 

who minister and the gatekeepers and the singers are; and WE WILL NOT 

NEGLECT THE HOUSE OF GOD!”  

3. Remember, these are the same people who barely survived the 

Babylonian army invasion. After having their lands and cities destroyed, 

then they were required to pay tribute tax to Babylon. 

4. But regardless of how poor and oppressed they were, Nehemiah insisted 

that they obey God's Word by giving Him their tithe. Why? He knew it was 

the only way to escape their financial dilemma. 

5. Tithing is actually a major component of spiritual warfare. 

 

E. When we honor and obey God, He can do for us what human government can 

never do. 



1. The inevitable effect of aligning ourselves with the tithing principle in 

God's Word is to experience elevation. 

a. A recognized sociological phenomenon occurs when people convert 

to Christianity called “Redemptive Lift.” 

b. Definition: Redemptive Lift is a phenomenon that occurs when a 

person or group becomes Christian and is thereby lifted from their 

former environment and separated from their social and economic 

conditions. 

2. A Christianity Today article, “The Surprising Discovery About Those 

Colonialist, Proselytizing Missionaries” (January 8, 2014), details the 

startling findings of sociologist Robert Woodberry. Woodberry's work 

published in 2012 in The American Political Science Review, is entitled 

“The Missionary Roots of Liberal Democracy.”  

a. In defense of the thesis that those who embrace the Gospel are 

elevated, it states: “The work of missionaries . . . turns out to be 

the single largest factor in insuring the health of nations” (36). This 

was a discovery that he says landed on him like an “atomic bomb” 

(38). 

b. "Areas where Protestant missionaries had a significant presence in 

the past are on average more economically developed today, with 

comparatively better health, lower infant mortality, lower 

corruption, greater literacy, higher educational attainment 

(especially for women), and more robust membership in 

nongovernmental associations."  

c. It further states: “There is one important nuance to all this: The 

positive effect of missionaries on democracy applies only to 

‘conversionary protestants.’ Protestant clergy financed by the state, 

as well as Catholic missionaries prior to the 1960s, had no 

comparable effect in areas where they worked” (40)." 

d. Wow! What a statement! 



3. “Conversionary Protestant” missionaries are those who believe that to be 

saved from sin and judgment, one must convert from false religions to 

faith in Jesus Christ.  

a. I find this interesting because in today's world, it has become 

popular to bash Christian missionaries and accuse them of 

destroying the culture of native societies.  

b. I've become a little weary with those who make such accusations 

and who find the idea romantic and endearing that people would 

live in poverty, nakedness, and decimating disease—plus sacrificing 

their own children and other evil practices. 

4. It never seems to occur to those who criticize missionaries that perhaps 

people in third world countries might want their children to survive 

childhood, which often doesn't occur in primitive societies that have a 

very high infant mortality rate. Do they really want to wash their clothes 

by hand in the same polluted stream where sewage is emptied and 

animals wallow—and then use that same stream for drinking water? 

5. Why is this study about the effect of the Gospel on other nations so 

significant? When people are truly converted to salvation and sincerely 

embrace the teachings of scripture, something wonderful happens. Their 

lives are elevated, just as this secular study proves! 

 

F. Why does elevation occur in countries where the Gospel is preached?  

1. The answer is simple. Two factors are at work: 

a. The power of the blood of Jesus will fix what sin has broken. 

b. Missionaries teach that tithing is the biblical way to experience 

prosperity and divine favor.  

c. Malachi 3:10-12 (NKJV) - “Bring all the tithes into the 

storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now 

in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the 

windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there 



will not be room enough to receive it. [11] "And I will rebuke the 

devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of 

your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the 

field," Says the LORD of hosts; [12] “And all nations will call you 

blessed, For you will be a delightful land,” Says the Lord of hosts.” 

2. Some may question why people should give. In Nehemiah's story, the 

king had already provided resources to fund the rebuilding of God's holy 

city. So, why should the people make these sacrifices when the king had 

already funded the entire project? 

a. The answer is simple: giving has nothing to do with God needing 

our finances. It's all about our need of His supernatural resources.  

b. Giving opens heaven over our lives and blesses us!  When we give, 

God releases supernatural resources into our lives. 

3. Another purpose for the Israelites' gifts was to give them ownership of the 

vision. Because Nehemiah was aware of this principle, he set the example 

by giving generously himself so the project could be completed. 

a. Nehemiah 5:17-18 (NKJV) - “And at my table were one hundred 

and fifty Jews and rulers, besides those who came to us from the 

nations around us. [18] Now that which was prepared daily was 

one ox and six choice sheep. Also fowl were prepared for me, and 

once every ten days an abundance of all kinds of wine. Yet in spite 

of this I did not demand the governor’s provisions, because the 

bondage was heavy on this people.” 

 

G. Some may also question, "But wasn't tithing under the Law?" 

1. Sometime ago, Jeff (my son-in-law) and I met Gary, a very wealthy 

Jewish businessman in Chicago whom I have known for many years. 

a. As Gary and I discussed ministry, we began to rehearse the 

investments C.T. has made for many years in Africa, India and 

other parts of the world. On occasion, it may take a while to 



respond to Gary's emails because I'm on the plane, back and forth 

each week to minister in other places in the world. Since Gary also 

travels himself, he is amazed that I can survive such a hectic pace.  

 As I spoke about God's goodness and my desire to do more for 

those who are not as blessed, Gary looked at me and made some 

statements that really impacted us—especially Jeff. 

 "Dr. Heard, I'm an agnostic. I don't know if there is a God. When I 

was growing up, my relatives all carried numbers tattooed on their 

arms from the concentration camps. We lost many of our family in 

World War Two in the death camps. I would like to believe in God, 

but after what we went through, it's hard for me. I wish I could 

believe like you do."  

 Then he made the statement that Jeff never forgot: "Even though I 

don't know if there is a God or not, one thing I do believe in, and 

that's tithing. It's a universal principle. Giving has lifted the Jewish 

people and made us who we are. That's what lifted my family after 

the war. I believe in tithing at least a tenth of my income!" 

2. Tithing is not about the Law. While it was often mentioned in that era, 

tithing existed long before the Law began and was referred to over and 

over after the Law ended. 

a. Jesus said we should tithe, as did Paul and the writer of the book of 

Hebrews. Yet, according to Christ, the Law ended with the ministry 

of John the Baptist. 

b. Luke 16:16 (NKJV) - “The law and the prophets were until John. 

Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and 

everyone is pressing into it." 

3. Tithing is a universal principle that existed in the Garden from the very 

beginning of time. By eating fruit from the tree that God commanded that 

they should not eat, Adam and Eve took for themselves what belonged to 

God. 



4. In some aspects, the original sin could have involved Adam and Eve's 

failure to tithe. They wanted what belonged to God. Think about it! 

a. Even though they had everything, they were not satisfied until they 

took what belonged to God. And by so doing, they lost everything! 

b. Isn't that what we also do when we're dissatisfied with what God 

has given—and take what belongs to Him? This is how we release 

the devourer to wreak havoc in our own lives. 

5. This reminds me of a chance meeting in a restaurant in Washington, D.C. 

between my friend, Pastor Joe Parker, and Bishop John Meares, a very 

well known religious leader. 

 Before he went home to be with the Lord, Bishop Meares was the founder 

of  Evangel Temple, an incredibly influential church in Washington, D.C., 

whose members are diplomats, lawmakers and United Nations' leaders. 

 However, this church was not always so strong and influential. What was 

so unusual about Evangel Temple was that Bishop Meares was white and 

the congregation was 94% black. Evangel Temple is now pastored by 

Bishop Don Meares, whom I have preached with in conferences on several 

occasions. 

 Bishop Meares asked Joe's name and why he recognized him. Joe 

responded that he was a pastor and had often heard about Bishop Meares 

and the great church he pastored. Since Joe was alone, Bishop Meares 

invited him to join him for lunch. When Joe sat down, Bishop Meares 

almost immediately asked, "Son, do you teach your people to tithe?" 

 Confidently, Joe answered, "Yes sir, I do." 

 Then Bishop Meares asked the same question three times. By the third 

time, Joe said he felt like Simon Peter when Jesus asked him three times, 

"Simon, lovest thou Me?"  

 On the third time, Joe answered, "I try my best to." 

 Then Bishop Meares began to describe the founding of Evangel Temple in 

the inner city of Washington, D.C. It began as a very poor congregation 



among very poor people. Yet they are now a well-known, influential 

congregation with some of the most powerful political leaders in America 

and the world. But Bishop Meares reminded, "We weren't always well 

known. By teaching the principle of tithing, God has lifted this 

congregation from the depths of poverty. His Word works! 

6. In Nehemiah's story, even though the king had provided resources to 

fund the rebuilding of God's holy city, Nehemiah still asked the people to 

give the tithe or first fruits to Him. The purpose of giving has never been 

to assist God because He's broke. Giving the tithe proved to God that He 

could trust and bless Israel with supernatural resources.  

7. The same is true for us. We tithe, not because God needs our money, but 

because we need access to His blessings and supernatural resources. 

 

 


