
What a great day, especially since this is Mom's Day. I announced this subject last 

weekend, not thinking it would be on Mother's Day. When I realized the day, 

amazingly the ladies got together and insisted I preach it anyway, rather than 

another “saccharin-sweet,” traditional sermon. Apparently they meant it, because I 

survived and wasn't hanged. LOL! 

 

Love y'all & MYESE! 

 

Pastor Heard 

 

 

Part 13: Elevate Your Life! 

 

Text: 

Ephesians 2:6 (NIV) - “and God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 

 him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Luke 9:1 (NIV) - “When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them 

 power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases.” 

  

I Kings 16:30-31 (NKJV) - “Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the 

 Lord, more than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had 

 been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 

 that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and 

 he went and served Baal and worshiped him.” 

       

Revelation 2:28-29 (NIV) - “Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate 

 that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. Whoever has ears, let them 

 hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 



“Twelve Dimensions of Spiritual Authority”  
 

A. Today we will continue our study with the fourth dimension--"Authority Within a 

Ministry Structure." 

1. Believers were meant to have spiritual authority. Our prayers and worship 

were intended to move heaven and cause the enemy to fear. 

2. In Revelation, Chapter 2, one of the enemy's substitutes for genuine 

spiritual authority was found in the church in Thyatira—the “Jezebel 

spirit.”   

3. Last week we spoke about the manner in which a Jezebel and Ahab spirit 

can exist in a ministry structure and why people will either harbor or 

submit to these spirits. The Jezebel spirit wants to control and feel good 

about what they’re doing, while the Ahab spirit gladly allows a Jezebel to 

take the lead—if it achieves their own hidden agenda.  

4. Remember also that these spirits are neutral in gender. Jezebel can 

operate through a man and Ahab through a woman. 

 

B. Since we are fallen and imperfect human beings, from time to time we are all 

prone to exhibit one or more of the Jezebel characteristics. But remember that 

this is about “degrees”—not just an occasional tendency. This list is by no means  

complete, but here are the common identifying marks of a person with a Jezebel 

spirit. 

1. Takes credit for everything.  

a. This spirit seems to exude boastfulness, haughtiness, and spiritual 

pride by saying, "It was my prayers that got results."   

b. They are very fond of using the perpendicular pronoun, "I." 

2. Uses other people to accomplish their personal agenda. 



a. They know how to use seeds of division to stir another person's 

emotions, which prompts them to go into a rage and believe things 

that are not true.   

b. Jezebel will use and take advantage of vulnerable people.    

c. Those who become servant to Jezebel will be assured that this is 

how to serve God.   

3. Uses information from others to make themselves appear wiser and more 

spiritual.  

a. They wield power by professing to know more than you, such as:  

"You don't understand this situation; but trust me, I've dealt with 

this before. I know all about it—but you don't." 

b. You will be told to ignore any doubts or questions about their 

actions and just trust that this is information you do not have. 

c. Remember that only God's Spirit gives truth—which in turn, 

produces life. 

4. Has difficulty in apologizing. 

a. To accept responsibility violates the very core of insecurity and 

pride from which this spirit operates.  

b. Their apology is never true repentance or an acknowledgment of 

wrongdoing. Rather, it's like, “I'm sorry IF your feelings were hurt"-

-but never, "I'm sorry that I hurt your feelings." 

5. Is charmingly deceptive. 

a. When they turn on the charm, their lies become so convincing, they 

can make you believe blue is red.  

b. This first step of seducing a victim involves flattery, prophecy, 

pleasant words—and even tears. But in the final stage—they will 

own you! 

6. Does not want anyone to disagree with them. 

a. A Jezebel will argue that you have it all wrong—and they are right. 



b. These words are often spoken: "God told me so."  

7. Criticizes you behind your back. 

a. A controlling spirit has difficulty respecting others. They may seem 

respectful to your face, but not when they're with other people.  

b. They have no respect for those in authority—not their pastor, 

spouse, employer, or even close friends.  

c. They often use crude, vulgar, and vindictive insults  

8. Practices “one-upmanship.” 

a. A Jezebel loves to 'upstage' others.  

b. Excessive bragging is referred to as “my testimony.” But it always 

makes them look good, rather than God!  

c. If outdone by others, insecure feelings cause them to be extremely 

jealous. 

d. It's difficult for them to rejoice over your good fortune—unless they 

can take credit for your success. 

e. They say things like, "I prayed for you—and God heard me!" Or, 

"God showed me in a vision that this would happen."  

f. They are also quick to remind that you could have accomplished 

little without them, or that they are the one who mentored you. 

9. Acts superior to others. 

a. Their feelings are not necessarily superior, but rather the result of 

an ego-based act of overcompensation.  

b. Deep inside, their inferior, insecure feelings still remain. 

c. Their pretense of superiority is merely a veneer of false security. 

10. Talks incessantly about their views, their ministry, and their actions. 

a. It's very hard for them to listen to another person's point of view.  

b. They never want to be alone.  

11. Every situation becomes “spiritual.” 



a. When a Jezebel is confronted, the situation immediately becomes   

“spiritual,” and all that happened was because of God.  This 

removes all responsibility for their actions. 

b. Since God supposedly prompts all they do, their standard reply is: 

“You must have a problem with God. That's not my problem!” 

c. This leaves their victim without recourse. How can anyone argue 

with someone whose every action was prompted by God?   

12. Is insubordinate and refuses to submit to spiritual authority. 

a. They will never defend an employer, pastor or one in authority, 

unless it temporarily makes them look good.  

b. The bottom line is—they are disrespectful and insubordinate. 

13. Is “pushy.” 

a. A Jezebel will pressure you to do what they want. 

b. Your right to choose or decide for yourself is removed.   

14. Operates in mysticism.  

a. They do have supernatural help in sensing information, but it's 

from a familiar spirit—not the Holy Spirit. This feeling of 

spirituality can be confusing, since it is NOT from the Holy Spirit.   

b. Jezebels love to pervert and misuse the 'prophetic' title by 

illegitimately operating in the realm of mysticism. 

c. Victims must endure increased spiritual warfare because of the 

Jezebel's false prayers and prophecies.    

d. When a person prays or declares anything that is out of alignment 

with God's will, their words will be empowered by wrong spirits.  

15. Sows seeds of discord and division. 

a. To gain control of a situation, a Jezebel will continually belittle and 

speak negatively about others.  



b. Should you highly respect another person, this causes Jezebel great 

discomfort. To destroy their credibility and influence, Jezebel will 

tell half-truths about that individual.   

c. By sowing seeds of discord, they hope to destroy the other 

relationship and eventually improve their position of power. 

d. Because of their hunger for power, Jezebel willingly ignores what 

the Lord hates in Proverbs 6:19 (NKJV): “one who sows discord 

among brethren." 

16. Must be the center of attention. 

a. Jezebel demands to be in the spotlight and the center of attention.   

b. Because of this desire for recognition, they become self-exalting 

and frequently boast of their accomplishments.  

17. Has a vengeful attitude. 

a. Those who confront a Jezebel must be prepared to become their 

worst enemy.  

b. Agree with them, and all is well. Challenge them, and look out! You 

have just become the target of their venom!  

c. Even though you have been close friends and only intended to 

speak the truth, if you cross Jezebel, she will become vengeful and 

stop at nothing to destroy your reputation.  

d. This is when you realize how selfish, manipulative, and possessive 

their "love" for you really was! 

  18. Attempts to make others appear as “the problem.”  

a. They will even call you the Jezebel. 

b. This spirit can skillfully twist facts and distort a situation to make 

others appear to be the problem.  

19. Withholds approval and causes others to worry whether or not they are 

“measuring up.” 



a. The victim of this control will feel no freedom to express their 

opinion for fear of Jezebel's disapproval.   

b. With this intimidating method of control, even if a person knows 

the truth, they will be afraid to express it.  

c. But remember—God loves us unconditionally! 

20. Uses self-pity to get their way. 

a. As a form of manipulation, they will try to make others feel sorry 

for them. 

b. They will use their health as an excuse to gain sympathy. I've 

known people who claimed to be dying since we first met 45 years 

ago. 

c. They will claim to be mistreated and persecuted.           

21. Those who disagree are treated with coldness to force them to submit.   

a. Those who fail to agree with Jezebel's plans are isolated, ignored 

and treated as if they no longer exist.  

b. This forces a person to either “come around” to Jezebel's way of 

thinking, or be ignored indefinitely.  

c. A man explained how his pastor actually pulled out his mobile 

phone, punched in a few numbers and then said, “I've just deleted 

you. To me, you no longer exist!” 

d. It's impossible to freely disagree with a controller. 

22. Exaggerates and dramatizes the situation. 

a. When dealing with a Jezebel spirit, get ready for lots of 

exaggeration of facts and dramatized situations.  

 b. Again, they will declare, "It came from God."  

23. Uses a person's deep emotional hurts to manipulate and control, while 

creating deep soul ties with that person. 

a. Jezebels love to draw people to themselves, but away from those 

who can truly speak into their lives.  



b. They understand your vulnerability and which button to push to 

make you do what they want. 

24. Puts words in another person's mouth. 

a. Because of their great desire for position or influence, Jezebels will 

put words in another person's mouth to get what they want. 

b. They will quote words you never spoke or twist your words to mean 

something you never intended. 

25. Loves to label others and create titles for themselves.  

a. Jezebels love to define others with negative labels and use titles 

that make themselves look and sound important.  

b. Many Jezebels insist on being called a “prophet” or “prophetess,” 

yet have no humility in their demands for recognition.  

c. They portray themselves as God's true representative with the real 

power, while everyone else is suspect or weak.  

26. There are other characteristics, such as: the tendency to develop 

immoral relationships. Have you ever noticed how many “hard-liner” 

ministerial leaders have this problem? 

 

C. How should we respond to a Jezebel or an Ahab spirit? 

1. Be compassionate toward those who are being influenced or victimized by 

a Jezebel spirit. Pray that God will open their eyes.  

2. Show them kindness and love. 

3. Have no mercy or sympathy for these spirits. 

4. Do not tolerate or compromise with any form of a Jezebel or Ahab spirit.  

 

D. How does this affect you as a believer? 

1. Never allow someone to manipulate or control you, and never manipulate 

or control others—especially in the name of God! 

2. All of us have been wounded. Don't dwell on those wounds of the past! 



3. Seek for your identity in Christ—not from others. You are who He says 

you are! 


