
Great start to a great year! 
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Pastor Heard 

 

Part 1: Elevate Your Life  
 

Texts: 

Ephesians 2:4-7 (NIV) - “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 

mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it 

is by grace you have been saved.  And God raised us up with Christ and 

seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in 

the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed 

in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”  

 

Genesis 35:1 (NKJV) - “Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell 

there; and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled 

from the face of Esau your brother.” 

 

1 Samuel 10:5-6 (NIV) - “After that you will go to Gibeah of God, where there is 

a Philistine outpost. As you approach the town, you will meet a procession of 

prophets coming down from the high place with lyres, timbrels, pipes and harps 

being played before them, and they will be prophesying. The Spirit of the Lord 

will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be 

changed into a different person.” 

 

1 Samuel 10:10-11 (NIV) - “When he and his servant arrived at Gibeah, a 

procession of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came powerfully upon him, 

and he joined in their prophesying.  When all those who had formerly known him 



saw him prophesying with the prophets, they asked each other, “What is this 

that has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” 

 

A. You can elevate your life! 

  1. It's important to know how to achieve your objectives. 

  2. Joke: The military is known for forcing people to complete their   

   commitment, even if they feel it was a mistake to join. One day a general  

   noticed a soldier's odd behavior. He would search for any type paper, pick 

   it up, frown, and then say, “That's not it”--and drop the paper. After  

   observing him for quite some time, the general arranged for the soldier to 

   be tested. The psychologist concluded that the man was deranged and  

   wrote a medical discharge, which set him free from the army. The soldier  

   picked up the discharge papers, smiled, and said: “That's it.” 

3. Three things—apart from God and the influence of His Holy Spirit—can 

become a prophetic force to determine your future: 

a. How you see yourself.  

b. The level of truth you know.  

c. How you apply what you have learned. 

4. Each of these points are impacted by three others. How you see yourself 

is determined by: 

a. The people closest to you. 

b. The thoughts you think. 

c. Your access to new technology and information. 

5. The level of truth you know is also determined by: 

a. The level of your spiritual hunger. 

b. The quality of revelation to which you are exposed. 

c. Your willingness to embrace truth as God reveals it to you. 

6. The third prophetic determiner, how you apply what you have learned, is 

also influenced by: 

a. Your willingness to release models that are no longer cutting edge. 

b. Your ability to anticipate needs before they are apparent to others.  



c. Whether you can solve problems by effectively applying what you 

have learned. 

 

B. Knowing the tremendous influence of others upon us, your life can be elevated 

by forming strategic associations and relations with those at a higher level.  

1. Those at a higher level can expose you to new gifts and anointing that 

were not previously a part of your destiny.  

2. Gifts and anointing can change your identity by changing your self-image. 

3. Making contact with someone who is at a higher level will create a 

demand on their anointing or gift. 

4. The Law of Transference causes the anointing to flow toward those who 

are functioning at a lower level. This is how impartation opens them to a 

higher dimension than what they previously had.  

5. Can you see why correct relationships are so vital? 

6. This same principle occurred when the woman with the issue of blood 

touched the hem of Jesus' garment and was made whole.  

a. By connecting with a higher level of anointing and authority, virtue 

flowed into her and lifted her up.  

b. Jesus said, "Virtue has gone out of Me" because someone had 

placed a demand on His gifting, which imparted healing. 

7. When Saul met the prophets returning from worshiping God at the high 

place, he also began to prophesy—just by meeting them! 

a. These men were returning from a high place of anointing and 

worship. 

b. The name Gibeah means the "hill of God," or an elevated place. 

c. Because the prophets were at a higher level, when Saul came into 

their presence, a demand was placed upon their anointing.       

 8. This is also why wrong relationships can be so damaging and harmful.          

Just as Saul was lifted by encountering those with a higher dimension of 

anointing, so can a wrong relationship pull you down and cause you to 

lose your gift and anointing. 



9. God required Israel to sever all relationships that would pull them to a 

lower level. 

10  The year 2013 will be a time for members of C.T. to elevate their lives. 

God is offering us a higher level of anointing and gifting that will lift us to 

a higher dimension. 

 

C. Elevate your life by elevating your GOD! 

1. This year, let's get it right! We must decide who and what is number one 

in our lives. 

2. It's so easy to get out of balance by putting wrong things first, such as: a 

job, relationship, a particular need, or a financial problem. 

a. Putting wrong things first is idolatry. We can easily become 

involved in idolatry without realizing it—and then wonder why we 

aren't blessed!  

  3. Isaiah 6:1 (NKJV) - “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 

sitting on a throne, high and lifted up.” 

  4. Psalm 108:5-6 (NKJV) - “Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, And 

Your glory above all the earth.” 

5. When you elevate God, He elevates you. It's as simple as that! 

6. Our text in Ephesians 2:6 says that God has seated us in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus! That means we are in Christ and therefore, all His 

attributes are working to elevate us to a higher level. 

       

D. Elevate your God by elevating His KINGDOM! 

1. Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) - “But seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” 

2. Always seek to partner with those who have more or different gifts than 

you. By partnering with them, you benefit from the capabilities they bring 

to the table, to which you have no access. 

4. Recently, I read that a Mercedes G Wagon weighs 5,700 lbs.  



a. While it is a beautiful automobile, it is not aerodynamically 

engineered or designed to fly.  

b. Yet, when it is loaded into an A380-800 Airbus, it will fly. An empty 

A380 weighs 610,000 lbs., which is 107 times the weight of the 

Benz G-Wagon. 

c. Fully-loaded, the maximum take-off weight of an A380 is 1,200,000 

lbs., which means it can transport 103 Benz G-Wagons. And all are 

performing a feat for which they were not engineered. Yes, the 

Benz G-Wagon will fly—as long as it remains in the A380. 

d. By loading cargo that cannot fly into an A380, a demand is placed 

on the plane's anointing. Because its anointing is to fly, everything 

in it will fly also. 

e. Similarly, when the Kingdom is elevated, the gifts and anointing of 

the Kingdom flow into you. Like the G-Wagon, you can also be 

given a lift. 

 

E. Elevate the Kingdom by elevating His WORD! 

1. Psalm 138:2 (NKJV) – “I will worship toward Your holy temple, And 

praise Your name for Your loving-kindness and Your truth; for you have 

magnified your WORD above all your Name.” 

2. People are prone to worship His name, but question His Word. 

3. This year, determine to accept the authority of His Word—without 

question or hesitation. 

 

F. Elevate His Word by elevating your COMMITMENT! 

1. During the last two decades, something insidious and costly has occurred 

in Christianity. 

a. Churches have become accustomed to activity—without the 

anointing, the altar—without adoration, attendance—without 

ascendance—and the Bible—without believing. 



b. We pursue the benefit—without the blessing, we embrace 

Christianity—without commitment, we want Christ—without the 

cross, and discipleship—without dedication.  

c. We have effort—without effectiveness, growth—without the glory, 

membership—without metamorphosis, and ministry—without the 

mission. 

d. Further, we seek purpose—without prayer, the sacred—without   

sanctification, service—without sacrifice, and offer worship—without   

worthiness. 

2. Joke: We have become much like the U.S. Senator who was asked about 

his attitude toward whiskey. 

 "If you mean the demon drink that poisons the mind, pollutes the body, 

desecrates family life, and inflames sinners, then I'm against it." 

 "But if you mean the elixir of a New Year’s toast, the shield against winter 

chill, the taxable potion that puts needed funds into public coffers to 

comfort little crippled children, then I'm for it. This is my position, and I 

will not compromise." 

3. We need to elevate our lives by elevating our commitment. 

a. Psalm 119:58-59 (NKJV) - “I entreated Your favor with my 

whole heart; Be merciful to me according to Your word.” 

b Psalm 138:1-2 (NKJV) - “I will praise You with my whole heart; 

Before the gods I will sing praises to You.” 

4. This year, let's test God. What will happen if we give Him our all? What 

will happen if we do as the young folks say, "go hard" for God? 

5. Why not purpose to never miss a service this year? To never miss giving 

God His tithe? To pray and read the Bible every day? To extend an 

undeserved random act of kindness every day? 

a. If you can't make this type commitment for the rest of your life, 

why not for the next 12 months? 

b. If not the next 12 months, why not the next 12 weeks? See what 

God will do for you and your family! 



6. The reason 99 1/2% just won't do is because the blessing lies in the last 

1/2%—which is usually withheld. 

 

G. Elevate your commitment by elevating the MISSION! 

1. God honors those who devote their lives to doing what really matters to 

Him. 

2. Why is the story still told today of Mary breaking the alabaster box of 

perfume and anointing Jesus for His burial? Because she gave her life's 

savings to make something happen that mattered to Him. 

3. Last year I challenged you to win five people to God in 2012. 

a. Many of you did that—and more.  

b. Others brought one to Christ, and others two. But that's two more 

who know Christ and will not enter eternity without Him! 

c. That's worth more than the entire world!     

 

H. Elevate the mission by elevating your CHURCH! 

 1. Genesis 35:1 (NKJV) - 'Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel 

and dwell there; and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you 

when you fled from the face of Esau your brother.” 

2. Notice where God sent Jacob to build an altar—at Bethel, the House of 

God! 

3.  For your offering to be accepted, you must be connected with God's 

church.  

4. Notice also, to get to the church, Jacob had to go "up.” 

5. Some will say, "But the church is full of hypocrites and those who aren't 

who they claim to be!" And you are probably right! The church does have 

hypocrites in it and people who aren't who they seem to be. 

a. The police department also has officers who aren't who they seem 

to be. But you wouldn't want to live in a city with no law 

enforcement officers! 



6. Some will say, "But I can't go to that church. All the preacher wants is my 

money!" And, you're probably right. That is all some preachers are 

interested in. 

a. Money is all some doctors care about, but that doesn’t keep you 

from finding one when you're sick! 

7. Some will also say, "Those people are just on an ego trip!" Again, you're 

probably right. 

a. But so are politicians—yet you still vote for them. So are actors—

but you‘ll still go to the movies and watch TV! 

8. God told Jacob to elevate his life by building an altar at Bethel, or the 

church. Become a member—and elevate your church! 

 

I. Elevate your church by elevating your MISSION! 

1. Remember that you have a purpose. Let this be the year to find and fulfill 

it! 

2. If you have a destiny, that means God made you for a reason! 

3. Let this be a “Kairos” time, a God-ordained time, a set time, a time when 

everything lines up in your favor. It won't get any better than this, so do 

it! 

4. There will always be opposition and misunderstandings—but do it anyway!  

5. The enemy won't like it and your motives may be questioned, but do it 

anyway! This time may never come again! So, do it now! 

6. THIS YEAR, ELEVATE YOUR LIFE! 

 


