
Blessings everyone. Let's build our dreams! 

 

 

Part 2: Build Your Dream -  

Live the Life You've Always Wanted! 

 

See It... 

Say It... 

Pray It... 

Pay It... 

Stay It... 

Play It... 

Then, Sanctify It!  

 

Texts: 

James 4:14 (NKJV) - “For what is your life?” 

 

Jeremiah 24:1-7 (NKJV) - “The Lord showed me, and there were two baskets of 

 figs set before the temple of the Lord, after Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had 

 carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the 

 princes of Judah with the craftsmen and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had 

 brought them to Babylon. [2] One basket had very good figs, like the figs that 

 are first ripe; and the other basket had very bad figs which could not be eaten, 

 they were so bad. [3] Then the LORD said to me, "What do you see, Jeremiah?" 

 And I said, "Figs, the good figs, very good; and the bad, very bad, which cannot 

 be eaten, they are so bad." [4] Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

 [5] "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 'Like these good figs, so will I 

 acknowledge those who are carried away captive from Judah, whom I have sent 

 out of this place for their own good, into the land of the Chaldeans. [6] For I will 



 set My eyes on them for good, and I will bring them back to this land; I will 

 build them and not pull them down, and I will plant them and not pluck them 

 up. [7] Then I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am the Lord; and they 

 shall be My people, and I will be their God, for they shall return to Me with their 

 whole heart.”  

 

3 John 1:2-4 (NKJV) - “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be 

 in health, just as your soul prospers. [3] For I rejoiced greatly when brethren 

 came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth.  

 [4] I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”  

       

1 Timothy 6:17 (NKJV) - “Command those who are rich in this present age not 

 to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives 

 us richly ALL things to enjoy.”  

 

“See It” 

 

A. The teaching for this year is about “Building Your Dream.” God's intention is to 

bless every area of our lives. 

1. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Apostle John made this declaration in his third 

epistle, verses 2-4. The great Apostle Paul ('our' apostle to the Gentiles) 

further stated that we can and should trust God, for it is He who gives us 

all things richly to enjoy! 

2. LeJoy Matthews sent the graphic below—and I loved it! I agree that God 

is setting before us an open door. Blessings are supposed to chase us 

down! Deuteronomy 28:2 (NKJV) says, "All these blessings shall come 

upon you and overtake you!" 

 

 

 



3. Joke: The 



Three-legged Chicken 

 While Boudreaux was driving to Thibodeaux's house one day, he noticed a 

three-legged chicken running beside the road. As he drove along, he 

noticed that the chicken was keeping up with him at 50 MPH. When he 

got to Thibodeaux's house, he asked if he had ever seen that chicken.  

 Thibodeaux tells him, "Mais, yeh, dat's my chicken. You know how we 

likes to barbecue dem yard birds, 'specially dem drumsticks, so I been 

studyin' genetics, and learned how to grow a three-legged chicken, so we 

can have an extra drumstick to eat."  

 Boudreaux says, "Mais, dat's nice, sha. And how do dey taste?"  

 Thibodeaux tells him, "We don't know. We ain't been able to catch one of 

dem yet!" 

4. Blessings are supposed to overtake us—not the opposite! 

5. At the close of 2014, C.T. was involved in “Build the Dream” stewardship 

campaign. Having maxed out the seating capacity in our present building, 

our desire is to build a facility that will accommodate those who have 

come to worship and exalt Christ.    

a. In that campaign, our church family purposed to honor God and 

obey His Word by doing the opposite of many believers today. 

b. In a time when only 5% of believers tithe, we determined to trust 

and obey God's instructions regarding our stewardship and to live 

not only faithful, but faith-filled lives!  

6. Many believers have allowed difficult circumstances to control their giving, 

rather than being obedient to their commitment. As a result, they have 

lost divine favor, their circumstances have not improved, and their lives 

are not truly blessed. 

7. The Holy Spirit has given me a strong impression that because we have 

chosen to build His dream, He will build our dreams! 

8.  As mentioned last week, building your dream is more about the fulfillment 

and joy of your life than your possessions, achievements or fame. Those 



things are not the dream. It may help you enjoy the dream, but the 

dream is about the life you live. 

9. So, I declare that this is the year to “Build Our Dreams and live the lives 

we've always wanted.”  

 

B. Building your dream always involves a process.  

1. In the coming weeks, we will talk more about the seven steps in that 

process: See it … Say it … Pray it … Pay it … Stay it … Play it … then 

Sanctify it!  

2. Today, we shall begin with "see it!" Of course, I'm talking about that 

clear vision of how your dream is supposed to look. That's not difficult for 

most of us, since we usually have an idea of what we want. However, if 

our vision begins to fade or grow dim, we can easily lose our clarity of 

purpose and encounter problems.   

3. A simple fact of life is that most people focus on their problems rather 

than their dreams. Yet, our dream is often disguised as a problem. For 

that reason, it is important to understand the true worth of a problem. 

 

C. Because our dreams often appear to be problems, let's discuss the difference 

between a problem and a promise. 

1. God showed Jeremiah two baskets of figs and then asked what he had 

just seen. The same question was asked in Amos 8:1-2. After showing the 

prophet a vision of a basket of summer fruit, He asked what Amos had 

just seen.  

2. These are intriguing passages for several reasons. 

a. We know that God is certainly capable of showing a person what He 

wants them to see. Yet, He asked both Jeremiah and Amos to 

describe what they were viewing.  

b. The reason God asked these questions is that we mortals have 

flawed vision.  



c. This is why we can hear one person saying, “God showed me 

this....” and another person contradicts by saying, “That can't be 

right because this is what God showed me!” Sectarianism, religious 

wars, acts of insanity, etc. are the result of not hearing properly. 

d. God's question is one of perception! This is why He asked, “What 

do you see?” Before receiving from Him, you must first see! 

3. The second reason this story is so intriguing is that God showed Jeremiah 

not one, but two baskets of fruit. 

a. One basket of fruit was ripe and the other was overly ripe, or 

spoiled.  

b. While ripe fruit can represent a blessing, if it's too ripe to consume, 

it would be a hungry person's problem. 

c. What God was showing Jeremiah was a problem and a promise.  

The primary difference between the two is that a promise depends 

upon how you choose to view it—which we call perception. 

 

D. While 95% of the population can quickly detect a problem, only 5% can see a 

promise or an opportunity in the difficulty. 

1. Those who see the opportunity are the creative inventors among us who 

build huge businesses, housing developments, financial wealth, establish 

ministries, and launch new products or services that can solve problems. 

The other 95% choose to live with their problems and struggle to survive. 

2. Every problem contains three elements: 

a. The pain  

b. The potential  

c. The promise  

d. Most people see only the difficulty and pain associated with the 

problem, but never its potential or promise. 

e. To find a problem's potential and promise, you must train yourself 

to look beyond the pain. 



3. And did you know that your view of a problem is always right? Whatever 

your perception, it is always correct. If you see only the pain in a 

problem, it will never be anything more. However, if you focus on the 

problem's potential and promise rather than the pain, before it's finished, 

the problem will always prove to be a blessing! 

4. Whether it becomes...or remains a problem will depend on how you see 

or perceive it. Furthermore, your perception of the problem will determine 

its payoff!   

5. Nearly everything in life that we enjoy or take for granted was at one time  

a problem for most people. Then someone with a different perception 

realized its true potential and promise.   

6. As mentioned, the automobile and airplane are the result of someone 

discovering the potential of a transportation problem. Where others saw 

only difficulty, Henry Ford and the Wright brothers saw potential. 

7. In Houston, the problem of poor health has become one of our city's three 

pillars of financial prosperity. The medical center is a city within a city 

with approximately a million participants a day.  

8. Where someone sees only pain, someone else builds a hospital, a clinic, 

or a pharmacy. 

9. Problems are actually layered with both potential and promise. The 

problem of communicating with someone far away was seen by Alexander 

Graham Bell as the potential for a device that would allow people to talk 

with one another across long distances. 

a. With the invention of the telephone landline, poles strung with wire 

began to crisscross the world and connect phones in businesses 

and homes.   

b. Someone had seen a deeper layer of potential for a phone with a 

fixed location. Consequently, a device was created that promised 

communication by telephone from just about anywhere in the 

world.    



c. The result was the mobile phone. Because of this invention, many 

homes no longer have a fixed line. 

10. And now, science has begun to tackle the problem of diminishing fossil 

fuels and the problem caused by emission of greenhouse gases. 

a. When someone sees potential and promise where others only see a 

problem, presto! An alternate energy source is developed!    

b. The latest word is that an independent verification has been made 

of a workable cold fusion device. Imagine energizing your home 

and automobiles with a small device that's much like a mini-nuclear 

reactor—but safe! 

 

E. We've talked about the perception, the pain, the potential and the promise 

that's inherent in every problem. Now, let's examine the key that unlocks the 

potential and promise.  

1. The first step is to walk through the process. Those who process the 

problem will receive the prize for solving the problem! But they have to 

walk it out!  

2. While this message is from God's Word—the Bible, in one way or another, 

the accumulative experiences of mankind and the historic fables and lore 

of ancient cultures were all designed to teach us this very thing.  

3. If you can focus upon the potential and promise inherent in the problem—

rather than the pain, you can process the problem and win the prize for 

solving it!  

4. In children's fables, the hero always processes the problem by defeating 

the dragon, while the others learn to live with it. The victor's prize is 

never won by those who decide to accept and live with a problem.   

5. Such stories are metaphors that reaffirm what God's Word has already 

said about succeeding in life.  

6. Dreams are never built by avoiding the problem; only by processing it.  

This is how to live the life you've always wanted.  



F. Let's think about some examples in scripture who, through faith, ignored the 

pain of their problem, discovered its potential and promise, and then received 

the prize by processing and solving the problem.   

1. The very problem that could have defeated Joseph was responsible for 

elevating him. After correctly interpreting Pharaoh's dream, Joseph saw 

the promise—and the potential that solved the problem. 

a. All Pharaoh and his wise men could see was the pain associated 

with the problem.  

b. Pharaoh's disturbing dream was about seven fruitful years followed 

by seven years of famine and suffering. Joseph processed the 

problem in such a way that both Egypt and his own family not only 

survived, but thrived.  

c. Most people in Joseph's situation would only see the problem of 

betrayal by his brothers.  But when Joseph revealed himself to his 

brothers, he confessed, “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for 

good."  

d. By processing the problem, Joseph saw its potential and promise, 

rather than just the pain.  

e. Because Joseph had a different perception of the problem, the 

payoff he received was phenomenal. In just one day, he was 

elevated from the dungeon to the throne, second in command of 

the greatest empire of ancient times! 

2. Before entering their Promised Land, all twelve spies saw the problem. 

a. Giants lived there; heavily fortified armies resided in their cities. 

b. Ten of the spies only saw the difficulty and pain of the problem.  

c. Like the story of Joseph, their perception of the problem and how 

to process it would determine their payoff .  

d. Numbers 13:33 (NKJV) - “There we saw the giants (the 

descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like 

grasshoppers in our own sight, and so were we in their sight.”  



e. Because two spies saw the potential and promise in the problem, 

their payoff was far different than the others. They received the 

prize at the end of the problem and lived to build their dream and 

the lives they had always wanted! 

3. Saul and his men only saw the pain in the problem named “Goliath.” 

a. David's perception was quite different; he saw the promise and the 

potential.  

b. Because David accurately processed the problem, Goliath lay dead 

on the battlefield, while Saul cowered in his tent.  

c. David's payoff was also extreme. For his long-awaited prize, he 

became Israel's king. 

4. In Luke 19, the man who received one talent from the master could only 

see the problem. 

a. He envisioned how difficult it would be to invest his talent and how 

angry the master would be if he should fail. And guess what? His 

perception was totally accurate.  

b. The men who received the five and the two talents each saw 

potential and promise in the problem. Therefore, they processed it 

quite differently.  

c. The man with the one talent buried it, while the other two invested 

theirs. Consequently, they had a tremendous payoff at the end of 

the problem.  

5. Ezekiel saw the potential and a promise in his problem—a valley of dry 

bones. When God asked, "Son of man, can these bones live?", most 

people would have only seen the problem. Ezekiel's faith was in God.   

6. Heaven will surely be the prize for those who have endured the problem 

of living in a fallen world, yet have processed life correctly!  

 

G. Life Application Points: 



1. Which do we focus on the most: the pain in the problem or the problem's 

potential and promise?  

2. Your answer will determine your payoff for this year. What you receive 

will be determined by your perception. 

3. This is the essence of what the Bible calls “faith.” 

4. Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) - “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen.” 

5. Faith will always be rewarded! It will receive the prize at the end of the 

problem. What do you see through faith? 

6. 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) - “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 

 

 

 

 

 


