
Let's continue to pray for America! We need God and His grace to heal our land! 

 

 

Part 16: Build Your Dream 

Live the Life You've Always Wanted! 

 
 

Texts: 

James 4:14 (NKJV) - “For what is your life?” 

 

Jeremiah 24:6-7 (NKJV) - “For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I will 

 bring them back to this land; I will build them and not pull them down, and I will 

 plant them and not pluck them up. [7] Then I will give them a heart to know 

Me,  that I am the Lord; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God, for 

they shall return to Me with their whole heart.”  

 

Philippians 3:14-15 (NKJV)- “I press toward the goal for the prize of the 

 upward call of God in Christ Jesus. [15] Therefore let us, as many as are 

 mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will 

 reveal even this to you.” 

 

A. Christ wants our lives to be on an upward, ascending pathway. 

1. As demonstrated in the story of the wedding at Cana, Jesus always 

reserves the best wine until last. Like the old gospel song, life with Christ 

gets "sweeter as the days go by."  

2. This upward progression God intends is not restricted to the spiritual 

dimension. In every area of our lives—social, financial, physical, family, 

emotional or cognitive—He wants to bless and increase us. 

3. Another aspect of this 'upward call' suggests that effort is always 

required of those who climb. Why is this important? As pointed out, 



waiting for a dream to just 'happen' is a sure guarantee for failure. UPS 

won't deliver it to your door. To get it, you'll have to go after it. 

4. Joe Girard said, "The elevator to success is out of order. You have to take 

the stairs....one step at a time!" 

5. Continuing our study of “Building Your Dream,” the cost of freedom also 

has a price tag. For our nation to remain free, we must: 

 

Pay It! 

 

B. My task this Fourth of July weekend is a serious one. Sometimes God places a 

pastor in the unenviable position of being His voice to the people, whether  

directed to a community, city, or nation.  

1. Men like Jeremiah, Isaiah, Jonah, Hosea, and many others in the Bible 

had to assume the unpopular position of becoming God's voice. As Jesus 

warned, a prophet may be stoned to death—but it's still the right thing to 

do if he wants to please God.  

2. That's what my assignment is today. To please God, I must address 

where we are as a church, a city, a nation, and a group of people called 

Christians. With the Apostle Paul, I must also agree, “Woe is me if I 

preach not the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

4. If you know much at all about me, you must admit that I want my 

ministry to be defined by what I'm for—not what I'm against. 

a. I'm for God and righteousness; for loving our neighbor; for the 

Bible. 

b. I'm for prayer and helping our fellowman; for living according to 

the principles of God's Word; for our families and finances to be 

blessed and elevated.   

5. Nevertheless, God has specific reasons for His ministers to speak out 

about prime issues. 



a. At the sound of a prophetic voice, people tend to make decisions 

that will honor God and save their nation.  

b. Nineveh repented when they heard the cry of Jonah. 

c. However, a prophetic voice may only save a single person and their 

household, such as Noah and his family. But his obedience was 

vitally important for the preservation of life. 

d. At other times, the voice of one crying in the wilderness may 

generate hostility and rejection. If the community rejects God's 

message, the prophet may have to lay down his life. This was true 

when Herod slaughtered John the Baptist and Christ was crucified 

by the Pharisees.  

6. Ultimately, God's books will be balanced and those who reject His Word 

will be brought to justice. In the courts of heaven, prophetic voices will 

testify that people were given an opportunity to accept His love and 

mercy, but they chose to continue in their sin.  

7. The rebellious always seem to learn the hard way that their arms are too 

short to box with God.   

 

C. Godly pastors have no desire to be that voice. 

1. This is why Jonah ran the opposite way when God called him to Nineveh. 

2. When I first became a minister 47 years ago, I made a crucial decision 

after reading this verse: 

a. Isaiah 56:10 (NKJV) - “Israel's watchmen are blind, They are all 

ignorant; They are all dumb dogs, They cannot bark; Sleeping, 

lying down, loving to slumber.”  

b. I decided never to be a watchman who refused to sound the alarm, 

or 'a dumb dog that couldn't bark.' I purposed to speak...but with 

love. 

3. A minister really has no choice. He must speak, or God will hold him 

accountable for failing to do so. 



a. Ezekiel 33:3-6 (NKJV) - “When he (a watchman) sees the sword 

coming upon the land, if he blows the trumpet and warns the 

people, [4] then whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and does 

not take warning, if the sword comes and takes him away, his 

blood shall be on his own head. [5] He heard the sound of the 

trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. 

But he who takes warning will save his life. [6] But if the watchman 

sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the 

people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any person 

from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood 

I will require at the watchman's hand.'” 

 

D. Let me make this clear: regardless of what the Supreme Court has done or not 

done, or will do in the future regarding this or any matter that concerns our 

faith, we must always treat people with love, especially those with whom we 

disagree. 

1. Jesus modeled the correct response when He spoke to the woman taken 

in the act of adultery. After showing her love and forgiveness, He 

instructed her to go and sin no more. 

a. Why in that order? Only acceptance and love—not hate—can free a 

person to change their life!  

b. Notice that the scripture only mentions the woman who was caught 

in the act of adultery. To be correct, the man should also have 

been present, right? Obviously, the Pharisees let him go. But why 

bring the woman without the man? 

c. To me, this demonstrates how harsh and unfair religion can be. 

Religion crucified Jesus! Even though we love God, human beings 

are still very flawed!  

2. The judicial system is also flawed. That's why it should never be allowed 

to handle matters without the counsel of God's Word. 



a. Reason must be balanced with faith. Without faith, a flawed judicial 

system can create so many laws a library can't contain them—and 

still be filled with graft, corruption, envy, racism, crime and hatred. 

b. Only God can change the heart. Our nation needs God! 

3. Christians err by treating one type of sin as deplorable while winking at 

other sins.  

a. I'll give you an example: when unmarried people live together, we 

know this is unacceptable. But somehow, we will not judge them as 

harshly as two people of the same gender living together. 

b. The truth is, both are equally damaging sins of the flesh.  

c. James 2:10 (NKJV) - “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and 

yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all!” 

d. By judging one sin to be greater than the other, we treat those who 

commit these acts differently—and that is wrong on our part. Have 

we been guilty of using false weights and balances?  

4. What should our response be toward those who commit either of these 

sins—living together unmarried or a same-sex relationship? Treat them 

both the same and 'love' them back to God, regardless of their 

wrongdoing.  

5. The failure of Christians to treat everyone the same has injured our 

effectiveness in helping people overcome sin. 

6. The problem I'll address today concerns what's happening to our form of 

government by failing to help people and love them. 

 

E. Allow me to submit a refresher course from civics classes that may have been 

forgotten or unknown.  

1. The Constitution is the guiding document of our nation. It's like a birth 

certificate that declares who we are. 

 (Photo: http://uscrow.org/resources/downloads-survival-manuals/united-

states-constitution/) 



2. According to our Constitution, democracy functions by providing three 

separate branches of government. Our founding fathers designed it in this 

manner to prevent totalitarianism (the state controlling all aspects of 

public and private life) or a dictator ruling our nation. 

3. The three branches are: Legislative, Judicial, and Executive. 

4. The Legislative Branch is comprised of two houses of Congress—the 

Senate and House of Representatives. 

a. The most important duty of the Legislative Branch is to write laws 

that will protect and benefit the citizens of this nation.  

b. Laws are written, discussed and voted on in Congress by those 

whom the citizens have elected to represent us.  

c. Photo of Congress: 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joint_session_of_the_United_State

s_Congress 

5. The Judicial Branch oversees the court system of the U.S. 

a. Through court cases, the Judicial Branch explains the meaning of 

the Constitution and ensures that laws passed by Congress adhere 

to our Constitution.  

b. The Supreme Court is the head of the Judicial Branch. 

c. Photo of the Supreme Court: 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/04/politics/obamacare-supreme-

court-oral-arguments/ 

6. The Executive Branch is headed by our President. 

a. This person is elected to represent the people and to be responsible 

for implementing and enforcing the laws written by Congress.  

b. To help perform their duties, the President appoints heads of 

federal agencies to ensure that the business of our nation is 

conducted according to laws which comply with our Constitution. 

a. Photo of the President: 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama 



F. Our form of government is imperfect, primarily because there are no perfect 

human beings or perfect churches on earth. 

1. Though imperfect, our form of government is brilliant, since the United 

States has had no dictators, such as Stalin in Russia, Hitler in Germany, 

or Mao in China. 

2. In the last century, close to 118 million were killed under those three 

dictatorships: 

a. 23 million under Stalin, 17 million under Hitler, and 78 million 

under Mao Zedong.  

b. That's 118 million deaths by just three dictators, but more than  

150 million counting Tojo of Japan, King Leopold of Belgium, Pol 

Pot of Cambodia and many others.  

c. Dictators have ruled in Asia, Europe, Africa, Latin and South 

America, and in fact, almost every continent—except North 

America. Our Constitution has offered a wall of protection that has 

kept us safe from evil dictators. 

3. The Constitution also allows amendments which will correct our problems 

without destroying our nation in the process. Such evils as slavery, 

violations of civil rights, and other major concerns have been addressed 

with this document.  

4. For example, the most famous speech of the 20th century, “I Have a 

Dream,” by Martin Luther King, Jr., was built upon the premise of equality 

granted by the Declaration of Independence. And it changed a nation! 

 

G. On June 26, 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court chose to ignore the Constitution, set 

aside the laws of over half the states of the United States, and changed the 

definition of what is considered to be a marriage or family.        

1. According to the news media, you would think that everyone agreed with 

this decision; but most people do not agree.  



2. Christian leaders have almost unanimously declared that this decision is 

hostile to the church, it discriminates against our Christian beliefs, and is 

contrary to the rights of our First Amendment. 

3. The First Amendment reads: "Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 

people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 

redress of grievances."  

4. The following religious leaders immediately reminded our nation that man 

can say or do what he wishes, but he cannot change God's law: 

a. Rev. Franklin Graham, son of Evangelist Billy Graham 

b. Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, president of the National Hispanic Christian 

Leadership Conference 

c.  Rev. John Piper 

d. The Catholic Church 

e. Numerous Baptist Church organizations 

f. Numerous Pentecostal and Charismatic Church organizations 

g. Wesleyan Methodist Church 

h. The Mormon Church 

i. Evangelical Free Church 

j. Adventist Church 

k. United Methodist Church 

l. Lutheran Church 

m. Numerous leaders of black Churches 

n. Anglican Church leaders 

o. Numerous Independent Church groups 

5. Because of this ruling, many churches, including the Catholic Church, are 

seriously considering to not perform any marriages.  

6. The major problem with this ruling is that the Supreme Court was not 

authorized to make or create laws. Instead, the Constitution gives them  



the responsibility to uphold laws made by Congress and to be certain they 

are in compliance with our Constitution. 

 

H. The underlying ramifications and consequences of this ruling will have a far-

reaching effect upon Christians and, I believe, upon our very form of 

government.  

1. As Americans, we must examine this ruling according to the role Jesus 

assigned to Christian believers: we must preserve our nation by being 

salt, light, and yeast. 

2. As Christians, we must choose to stand for God in a world that has 

become increasingly hostile to the Christian faith. 

3. Changes in the civil law do not, and indeed cannot change the moral law 

established by God. He expects us to uphold and obey His 

commandments, regardless of society's opposing trends or opinions.  

 

I. How will decisions such as this impact or change our form of government and its 

effect upon future generations? 

1. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Justice Roberts stated, "If you 

are among the many Americans—of whatever sexual orientation—who 

favor expanding same-sex marriage, by all means celebrate today's 

decision. Celebrate the achievement of a desired goal. Celebrate the 

opportunity for a new expression of commitment to a partner. Celebrate 

the availability of new benefits. But do not celebrate the Constitution. It 

had nothing to do with it." 

a. Photo of Justice John Roberts: 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Roberts 

2. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Scalia declared in his dissenting opinion 

about this action, "We just destroyed democracy," and added that 

contrary to the Constitution, we are now being controlled by plutocrats. 



a. A plutocrat exercises power by virtue of their wealth: they believe 

they know what's best for you! 

b. Here are Justice Scalia's words: “The substance of today’s decree is 

not of immense personal importance to me. It is of overwhelming 

importance, however, who it is that rules me. Today’s decree says 

that my Ruler, and the Ruler of 320 million Americans coast-to-

coast is a majority of the nine lawyers on the Supreme Court. Until 

the courts put a stop to it, public debate over same-sex marriage 

displayed American democracy at its best." 

c. Photo of Judge Anthony Scalia: 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/danpeterson/2013/06/justice-

scalia-in-defeat.html 

3. That's strong language and a serious warning. But is it just rhetoric or an 

accurate assessment of what has happened? 

4. As stated, the three branches of government have each been assigned a 

function to help preserve liberty and democracy. 

a. The Supreme Court's role is not to make laws! That is the 

responsibility of Congress.  

b. The Supreme Court exists to see that judiciary laws are enforced   

and that they comply with the Constitution.  

5. We have just seen our citizens' right to self-determination decided upon 

by five persons; and its basis is not on the Constitution—but what they 

feel is best for us! 

6. One thing should now be clear to all Christians: your vote had better be 

cast wisely, whether at the local, state, or national level. Since all people 

do not have this privilege of voting, we must be wise and faithful stewards 

of this treasure! 

7. Many believers in other parts of the world do not have the same 

opportunity or degree of liberty as Americans. Either they can't vote at 



all, or their elections are but a sham designed to placate the citizens of 

their nation.  

a. Those who vote in the polls for the opposition's candidate are 

sometimes beaten or not allowed to vote for numerous fabricated 

excuses. If they are allowed to vote, the ballots boxes are often 

stuffed with votes for the incumbent before the polls even open.  

b. For example, at an African presidential election a few years ago, 

several million more votes were cast for the incumbent president 

than were registered for the entire nation! 

c. In a country I regularly visit, the president withdrew $750 million 

from the budget to buy used Russian fighter jets. Transparency 

International, an organization that tracks graft and corruption, 

discovered that the jets cost only $350 million. After further 

investigation, they learned that from the remaining $400 million, 

the president deposited $200 million in his personal bank account 

and the other $200 million was used to 'buy' the election.  

d. In the middle of the night, the president's men delivered sacks full 

of cash to some I'm acquainted with, to pay community leaders for 

their votes.  

8. We worry, and rightly so, about American policemen shooting those whom 

they are arresting. But where I travel each week, AK-47s are routinely 

pointed at people. Those who run, are shot—regardless of who they are, 

the country they represent, or what their government says about it.  

 

J. What effect will this Supreme Court ruling have on churches?  

1. Since the Church and the world have always been at enmity with each 

another, common sense says that this attack is against believers—even if 

those who've declared the legality of same-sex marriages insist that it 

hasn't affected us at all. 



2. Writing for the majority of the Supreme Court, Justice Anthony Kennedy 

said, "Many who deem same-sex marriage to be wrong reach that 

conclusion based on decent and honorable religious or philosophical 

premises, and neither they nor their beliefs are disparaged here." 

a. Then Kennedy added, "It must be emphasized that religions, and 

those who adhere to religious doctrines, may continue to advocate 

with utmost, sincere conviction that, by divine precepts, same-sex 

marriage should not be condoned." 

b. So, in a single paragraph, he declared that this ruling will likely 

become the focus of scrutiny by church-state experts. 

c. Where did this guy come from? How can he think that as we 

continue to minister from the Bible that it would not become an 

issue? 

4. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, who also dissented, declared 

that the majority ruling "probably destroyed religious liberty" in the 

United States. 

   Photo of Justice Clarence Thomas:  

   https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Thomas 

5. Christians will be affected in other ways, as well. During the oral 

arguments last month before the Supreme Court, Solicitor General Donald 

Verrilli was asked by Justice Alito if this ruling would affect the tax exempt 

status of any religious schools that opposed same-sex marriage. Verrilli 

responded, "It’s certainly going to be an issue.” 

 

K. One other effect will be the manner in which we minister to those who are gay. 

1. In this entire process, I've heard no mention that many in that lifestyle 

have been terribly wounded.  

2. Christ always intended for the church to be a place for both physical and 

spiritual healing. 



a. Luke 9:2 (NKJV) - “He sent them to preach the kingdom of God 

and to heal the sick.” 

b. The most famous hospitals of our land were established by 

Christians, as well as the great universities (but that's another 

matter!) 

3. Of all the people I've counseled through the years, without exception, 

every person in that lifestyle has been hurt or taken advantage of by 

someone they admired. 

a. That's what tilted them in the wrong direction. 

b. I'm not saying this is true of everyone who is gay, but it was with 

all who I've counseled.  

4. The problem with this ruling is the message it sends to wounded people:  

“Just live with it. If you've been hurt by someone, get over it. It's just a 

normal part of life!” 

5. What they really need is Jesus' healing love—not a demand to “just live 

with it.”  

 

L. How could this have happened....and how can we prevent the loss of religious 

freedoms in our country? 

1. “Freedom has its life in the hearts, the actions, the spirit of men and so it 

must be daily earned and refreshed—else like a flower cut from its life-

giving roots, it will wither and die.” President Dwight David Eisenhower, 

the 34th President of the United States of America. 

2. What he meant was, every generation has to stand for democracy and 

pay the price to keep it alive and flourishing. Sadly, we have failed to do 

that! 

3. At Christian Tabernacle, we will continue to love God, love people and 

preach the Word of Almighty God! 

4. (See Domino Effect: http://youtu.be/y97rBdSYbkg). 



5. A very small percentage of people were responsible for this ruling; that 

means that a minority can also save our nation and religious freedom! 

 


